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Why	Goldilocks?	

For	me,	Goldilocks	represents	a	paradox	of	indecision	and	determination.	Goldilocks	
is	like	an	explorer	who	doesn’t	know	what	she’s	looking	for	until	she	finds	it.	It	
follows	that	the	music	of	the	Goldilocks	Variations	integrates	elements	of	harmonic	
suspension	where	the	key	is	often	ambiguous.	These	harmonies	suggest	a	
wandering,	or	floating	sensation	which	is	also	found	in	the	French	impressionistic	
style	of	Debussy	and	Ravel.	Suspension	in	harmony	can	also	evoke	the	emotion	of	
suspense.	While	Goldilocks	initially	appears	to	be	innocent,	the	fact	is	that	she	
enters	a	house	of	strangers	and	helps	herself	to	their	belongings.	With	this	in	mind	
the	music	finds	purpose	in	the	Trial	and	Death	of	Goldilocks.	Inevitably,	the	death	of	
Goldilocks	leads	to	the	unresolved	fate	of	Purgatory.


Josh	Zaentz	2023
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Who's Been Sleeping in My Bed
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Hurry Up and Smell the Roses
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Once Upon a Time
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The Trial of Goldilocks

. =114

&
)

\
\ $

.

..

.

.

..

.

.O

..

.O

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

.Q.

.

. #

. #.
#. # .

. . . .

.

..

.

.

..

.

.O

..

.O

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

.Q.

.

. #

. #.
#. # .

. . . .

&
) .

..

.

.

..

.

.O

..

.O

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

.Q.

.

.

..

.

.

.Q.

.

.

.P .

.

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

..O

.

.

..

.

.

..O

.

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

..

.
..
..

. #. #

. #. #
. . . . .

&
) .

..O

.

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

..

.
..
..

. #. #.
#. # .

. . . .
.
..O
.

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

..

.

.

..
. #
. #.
# 2
22

"
2 #
2 #2 #

2
22
!

2 #
2 #2
#

2
22
!
E

&
) ,O ,

,,
..
.
.O . -

..

..

- #-
#- #
- # . . . -

,O ,
,,

..

.

.O . -

..

..

- #-
#- #
- # . . . -

1.

,O ,
,,

+ \\
$

5

5
5
5

5

5
5
5

4

5
5
4

4

5
5
4

4

5
5
4

3

4
4
3

##
##

3

4
4
3

3 5
H

3
3

3

5

5
5
5

5

5
5
5

4

5
5
4

4

5
5
4

4

5
5
4

3

4
4
3

##
##

3

4
4
3

3 5
H

3
3

3

+
5

5
5
5

5

5
5
5

4

5
5
4

4

5
5
4

4

5
5
4

3

4
4
3

3

4
4
3

3

4
4
3

3

3
4
3

3

3
4
3

3

3
4
3

3

3
3
3

3

3
3
3

3

3
3
3

1

2
2
1

1

2
2
1

1

2
2
1

3
2
0
1

###
#

3
2
0
1

0 1
H

0
1

0

+
3

3
3
3

3

3
3
3

1

2
2
1

1

2
2
1

1

2
2
1

3
2
0
1

###
#

3
2
0
1

0 1
H

0
1

0

3

3
3
3

3

3
3
3

1

2
2
1

1

2
2
1

1

2
2
1

0

0
0

##
#

0

0
0

"
12

12
12

##
#

12

12
12

"
7

7
7

##
#

7

7
7

"
7

7
7
E

+
1
0
0
1

3

0
0
4
3

4

3

0
0
3

##
##

3

0
0
3

0
3

0
3

1
0
0
1

3

0
0
4
3

4

3

0
0
3

##
##

3

0
0
3

0
3

0
3

1
0
0
1

26



February 22, 2023Josh Zaentz

1.

&
) -O

--
- -

,
,,
,

,
,,
,

2.

$

,O ,
,,

.

..

.O . -

.

..

.

,
,,
,

,
,,
,

+
1

0
1
0 3

1

0
1
1

1

0
1
1 $

1
0
0
1

3

0
0
4
3

4

3

0
0
3

3

0
0
3

3

0
0
3

27



The Death of Goldilocks

January 6, 2023Josh Zaentz
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